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may therefore be taken to mean that King John II, while still a
prince, caused the two islands to be discovered, and that after
his accession to the throne he populated them. There is thus no
real contradiction between Barros, Galvao and Pacheco. Sao
Thome and O Principe were found before the end of the reign
of King Affonso V.
One may, indeed, go further and suggest that the entire coast
beyond Mina as far as Cape St. Catherine was probably ex-
plored before the end of his reign, and, indeed, before the end of
1475, We have suggested above that Fernao do Po and Pero de
Cintra explored the shores of the Bight of Biafra during 1472.
Probably, Lopo Gon9alves was the first to cross the line to find
the cape named after him1. Barros records that the agents of
Fernao Gomes reached Cape St. Catherine 'under the terms of his
contract', and as his contract expired in 1475*, we may assume
that the cape was found before the end of this year. Contem-
porary evidence about the discovery of Benin, however, presents
a difficulty, because it is conflicting. Nevertheless, although the
official Portuguese view, as expressed by the chroniclers, was
that Benin was discovered in the reign of King John II by Joao
Affonso d'Aveiro, we shall demonstrate first that its coast was
explored before 1480 and secondly, by a consideration of other
data, that this exploration was effected before 1475. So we shall
conclude that the whole coast as far south as Cape St. Catherine
was explored before the end of the year 1475.
The main difficulty with regard to Benin arises from the fact
that, while there is indirect evidence of its exploration before
1480, the more authoritative contemporary writers place its dis-
covery in the reign of John II. Ruy de Pina, Garcia de Rescnde
and Barros all do this. 'In this year [1486]', writes Pina, 'the
land of Beny beyond Myna to the Rios dos Escravos was first
discovered by Joham Affom da Aveiro who died there' [doc.6],
Resende copied Pina3. Barros records how:
... at the time of Diogo Cam's first return from Congo, in the year
1486, this king of Beny also sent to solicit the king to despatch
1 Geographical Journal (i 900), p. 625.
* See the argument below about the duration of the Gomes contract, pp.
14-15.
3 Chronica que trata da vlda do D. Jo&o II (1545), c^* 64,